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Dear all, 

I wanted to write to you at this end of this half term to keep you updated on everything that is going on in 

school. It has been a long and strange half term as school closure has gone on longer than any of us first 

imagined when it was first announced. I know how tough it has been for everyone trying to balance 

everything at home against a backdrop of a global pandemic. I want to thank you all for your support and for 

everything you are doing every day to help your child with their work and their wellbeing. 

I also want to take this opportunity to say how proud I am of all the staff at school who have worked 

tirelessly around the clock to keep the school open for the children who are physically in school with us and 

also provide work and support for those at home. I know all the staff miss the children very much, and we 

cannot wait to have them back safely with us. I hope you have seen the video message from staff that is on 

the website (in the video section) and our social media.  

Now that we know that this situation is going on longer than expected, we have put in place systems to give 

more structure to your child’s learning. This is through the new timetables that have been distributed and 

work is accessible through Microsoft Teams. After half term, you will receive a weekly email that lets you 

know what work has and has not been completed that week and what is on there for the following week. If 

your child is unclear about anything at all in terms of accessing work, please contact school and we can ring 

them and talk them through it. 

We are also updating our behaviour procedures in line with this new way of working. Students should: 

1) Please keep their comments friendly and about the work or assembly being set. Any silly comments 

will be deleted, and a phone call home will be made. If anyone persists in making silly comments 

after this, then they will be removed from the group and will have work emailed to them separately 

for a set amount of time. 

2) Please do be careful when they click on PowerPoints or documents that they do not modify them 

and make any changes. If they think they have, they should let teacher know. If it turns out anyone is 

changing documents on purpose, there will be a phone call home. If this persists, They will be 

removed from the group and will have work emailed to them separately for a set amount of time. 

3) Anyone who has to be removed from a group, will have it recorded on their record as an ATL5. 

4) If anyone persists in getting ATL5s after they are allowed back into a group, then a fixed term 

exclusion will be applied and will go on their record as an exclusion. 

5) Be kind online – we have done a lot of work in school around being kind and thinking before you 

type online. Any comments made against another student that are not kind, will be picked us as a 

behaviour incident in school 

Students will also be able to achieve BIRCH points for: 

• Completing work to a high standard 

• Putting in excellent effort to your work 

• Getting involved in challenges and competitions 

After May half term, we will be looking at a different rewards system for online learning and will let you 

know what the prizes are that they can work towards with their BIRCH points. 

It is half term next week, and if you want your child to have a complete break from work then that is 

absolutely fine. We know under the current circumstances, you might want them to carry on with having 

something to do, so for that reason, there will be some work set in their class areas but they do not have to 
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feel obliged to complete it. We will leave this choice up to you as you know your child and your circumstance 

best. 

We have had more key worker families get in touch lately to ask for their child to have a place in school and 

we are open just for that reason. Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you need a place for your child to 

attend. 

We have distributed many laptops to families so far, and we have more ordered from the DfE that we are 

waiting to receive and we will get out as soon as possible. If you are in a situation where you do not have a 

laptop, PC or tablet for your child to complete work on, or you do not have internet access, and you have not 

already informed us of this, please do let us know by ringing the school office or emailing our ‘contact us’ 

email address. 

I am sure you have seen in the media the government announcement that year 10 and 12 may return in 

some capacity before the summer holidays. I want to be completely open and transparent with you all about 

this. We currently do not have enough information from the government to start to make any plans for this. 

We desperately want our young people back in school, but we will not even contemplate this until we have 

the assurances that we need that it is safe. The guide for secondary schools around this still has not been 

published, even though it was originally supposed to come out over a week ago, and there is a further 

government announcement on the 28th May around schools widening their opening. We will be waiting for 

all this information before we put any plans in place. If we do open for these year groups, it will not be until 

late June and will be on a rota with structures in place to ensure social distancing and strict hygiene routines. 

The safety of our students is the most important thing in any of this. I am sorry that I can’t give you any more 

information at this time, but I will keep you fully updated. On this matter, year 10 and 12 parents/carers will 

receive a short survey to complete over the next week to gauge your feelings on your child returning before 

the summer if it looks safe to do so after further government guidance. I would very much appreciate it if as 

many of you as possible could return this for me. 

For year 11 students, I just want to remind you that there is bridging work on the school website for anyone 

who is going on to study an Applied Learning qualification in September. For students going on to study A 

level, there will be a new suite of preparation materials available after the May half term holiday too. We will 

send out a message and a link when they are live. Year 11 will also be able to order their free leavers hoodie 

after half term on the school shop as a leaving gift from us. Ms Russell is busy planning a Year Book, we are 

already looking ahead to hopefully having our prom and leaving assembly in September. We will keep you 

updated as things progress. 

Finally, please do remember that you can contact us at any time if there are any issues with anything or if we 

can support you in anyway. I know year team leaders and form tutors are working to keep in touch as much 

as possible but please do not wait for their call if we can help in the meantime 

 

Take care, 

 

Ms Emma Mills 
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