
 

 

 
 
7 May 2019 
 
 Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As we approach the start of the GCSE Examinations, we would like to give you and update about the 
arrangements for Year 11 in their final weeks in school.  The learners have had an assembly today and 
during this they were given information about how best to succeed, the GCSE exams, the regulations and 
the preparation period.   
 
Study Leave where young people only attend school for their exams is no longer allowed and learners are 
expected to attend school until the examinations and any other unfinished work is complete.  In order to 
help every child succeed, we have spent a lot of time changing the Year 11 timetable for the exam season.  
The new timetable is designed to maximise the amount of time the learners have in their subjects and with 
their teacher just before the exam, combining lessons and exam preparation sessions, individual to each 
child’s subjects. This starts on 13 May for four weeks for the whole year group.  There is a slight change of 
timetable on 10 May to the timetable of those young people who study Computer Science or ICT. 
 
You will receive a copy of your child’s new timetable in the post. It includes all of the exams, preparation 
sessions and lessons that are scheduled for the learners and Learners must attend every day.  If you know 
of a planned medical appointment, please inform school of this date so this can be authorised.  You will 
also notice from the timetable that all of Year 11 will leave early on Friday 24 May at 1.55pm before the 
half term break.  There is also an early finish for those do not study Geography on Thursday 13 June. 
 
The Physics exam on Friday 14 June is the last exam for the year group.  The Leavers Celebration Assembly 
is scheduled for Friday 14 June after this exam but there will be a German Preparation session in the 
afternoon for those learners who have an exam on the following Monday. 
 
During the week beginning the 17 June, BTEC Business, BTEC Health & Social Care and BTEC Sport will have 
time allocated for a small number of identified learners who may need to complete work.  These sessions 
will be by invitation, but attendance is compulsory. The parents of the learners who are targeted for these 
sessions will be contacted directly by the teacher or department.  If the course and work is completed to 
the expected standard, learners will not be identified in need to complete these sessions. 
 
For some young people, parents and families, this can be a very stressful time.  The continued support you 
give your child and their education is really appreciated by all of the staff at Birchwood.  This is a fantastic 
group of young people - we believe in them and know that their hard work will lead to a lot of success. 
 
If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Lucy MacLaren 
Deputy Headteacher 
    


