
 
 

The English Baccalaureate 

The English Baccalaureate (E-Bacc) is a combination of subjects that must be achieved together at 

GCSE level at grade 5 or above.  It is not a qualification and it is not a subject.  The subjects that 

must all be achieved are: 

 English Language or English Literature 
 Mathematics 
 At least two Science subjects 
 Geography or History 
 French or Spanish or another recognised language 

 

The English Baccalaureate was introduced by the Government five years ago partly as a measure of 

how successful schools are in supporting learners through a broad curriculum.  Some universities and 

some employers are also encouraging learners to consider the subjects that make up the English 

Baccalaureate because the subjects support learners in developing a broad set of skills that are useful 

in studying at a higher level or in employment.   

Here are some common questions that learners often ask about the English Baccalaureate: 

Does it matter if I don’t have the English Baccalaureate? 

This depends on what you want to do.  

Who will ask me if I have the English Baccalaureate? 

Some universities, especially the more traditional ones, like students to have the skills that are 

developed through the subjects that make up the English Baccalaureate. Some employers may 

possibly also ask for this in the future but we just do not know. 

Does it mean that if I am not predicted to get a grade 5 in History, Geography, French, German or 
Spanish I shouldn’t take these subjects? 

Not necessarily.  Those subjects are there for everybody.  However, it would be worth considering 

other subjects that you may enjoy just as much and where you are more likely to achieve.  

 

If I choose these subjects will it mean that I will not be able to take all my options? 
It may impact on your 3 guided choices but you still have at least one line to choose from. 
 

Note: 
It is worth noting that some of the 24 Russell Group Universities (the universities that are research 
intensive universities and require higher grades at Key Stage 5) will look favourably upon students 
who have a GCSE in a language at grade 5 or above. 
 

The Russell Group Universities: 
 

Birmingham University Glasgow University London School of Economics Queen’s University, Belfast 
Bristol University Imperial College, London Manchester University Sheffield University 
Cambridge University Kings College, London Newcastle University Southampton University 
Cardiff University Leeds University Nottingham University University College, London 
Durham University 
Edinburgh University 

Liverpool University 
Exeter University 

Oxford University 
Queen Mary’s, London 

York University 
Warwick University 

 


