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Course Description for GCSE Media Studies 
 
Syllabus: WJEC Eduquas   
 
Course outline 
 
This GCSE is designed to enable learners to develop a critical understanding of the role of mass 
media in society. Within this qualification, mass media are defined as TV, film, radio, pop music, 
newspapers, magazines and comics. Other forms of media technology such as DVD, desktop 
publishing, interactive technology (e.g. web design, CD-Rom creation, video games, consoles 
software creation) and digital photography are also recognised. 
 
The subject has theoretical and academic aspects as well as a practical side. You will learn the 
technical terms needed to analyse media texts and you will also learn skills involved in producing 
media texts using media technology. 
 
Typical Activities 
 
Media Studies provides learners with the skills to analyse media and explore ways in which media is 
constructed and interpreted, as well as providing opportunities for original creative work. This might 
consist of making and editing a short film, constructing a series of advertisements aimed at a variety 
of audiences, or writing and editing the pages of a magazine or newspaper targeted at a particular 
audience. 
 
During the course students will be asked to consider:- 
 

 The language of media texts – and these languages can be visual  as  well as verbal 

 The way in which various media represent people and ideas 

 The expectations that various media groups have of their audiences 

 The way in which the media changes and develops according to popular taste and 
commercial interest 

 The way that modern media is convergent (crosses different platforms, e.g. a film has a 
poster, website or a video game associated with it) 

 
Assessment Details 
 
Assessment is by means of a production/practical element and two examinations. 
 
The overall assessment works like this:- 
   

Exam     Production/practical 
  70%     30% 
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Exams (taken at the end of Year 11): 
 
Exam Component 1: Exploring the Media  
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 40% of qualification  
Section A: Exploring Media Language and Representation  
This section assesses media language and representation in relation to two of the following 
print media forms: magazines, marketing (film posters), newspapers, or print advertisements.  
Section B: Exploring Media Industries and Audiences  
This section assesses two of the following media forms: film, newspapers, radio, video games.  
 
Exam Component 2: Understanding Media Forms and Products  
Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 30% of qualification  
This component assesses all areas of the theoretical framework and contexts of the media in 
relation to television and music.  
Section A: Television  
Two questions based on an extract from a text set by the exam board 
Section B: Music (music videos and online media)  
Two questions based on an extract from a text set by the exam board 
 
Production/Practical assessed element 
Component 3: Creating Media Products  
Non-exam assessment 30% of qualification 
An individual media production for an intended audience in response to a choice of briefs 
set by WJEC, applying knowledge and understanding of media language and representation.  
These can be in the form of any of the following: Television, Film, Music Marketing, Film 
Marketing. 
 
 
Reasons for choosing this subject 

 
Media Studies … 

 Aids communication, developing an ability to express ideas in different forms and different 
media 

 Increases personal confidence and practical skills in handling media technology & ICT 

 Develops skills useful in a wide variety of non-media careers 

 Enables learners to see behind the screen and read between the lines 
 
How parents/carers can help 
 

 Much of the work in Media Studies consists of reflecting on the way in which media 
organisations represent people, issues and events.  Any family discussion about such 
representations will therefore be very useful in helping students to focus on the media as an 
object of study, as well as a source of news and entertainment. Representations of gender, 
of age and of social class are particularly useful starting points. 

 Newspapers are always a rich resource; not only do they contain much material of 
immediate relevance,  they also demonstrate ways in which to organise and communicate  
information  in many different styles; in short, they provide excellent models for essay 
writing and introduce learners to a range of issues. Their content and methods of 
presentation always provide useful subjects for discussion. 
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 Discuss with your child the course content and current deadlines set. 
 

Post 16 Progression 
 
Learners will be able to progress onto Media post 16 courses such as BTEC Level 3 Creative Digital 
Media Production which is offered at Birchwood College. If learners achieve GCSE passes across a 
range of subjects then the knowledge from this course will be an ideal foundation for pursuing a level 
3 qualification. The course will provide opportunities for learners to develop a range of practical skills 
and techniques as well as analysing the use of Media in promotion activities. 


