
GCSE Drama 

Course Description for GCSE DRAMA 

 

Syllabus: AQA GCSE DRAMA (9-1) (8261) 

 

Course Outline 

Drama continues to be mainly a practical subject at GCSE and it an extension of 

Drama studied at KS3. The emphasis is on the student’s ability to develop their 

ability to create, perform and evaluation theatre of all styles.  

 

This GCSE allows students to learn and collaborate with others, think 

analytically and evaluate effectively. They gain the confidence to pursue their 

own ideas, reflect and refine their efforts. 

 

Typical activities 

Each week there are two or three periods of Drama. There will be a range of 

practical and theory lessons depending on the area being studied at the time. 

 

All elements of the course are linking to the following areas of study: 

 

Component 1: Understanding Drama (assessed in the written exam) 

Component 2: Devising Drama 

Component 3: Texts in practice. (performance of a script) 

 

Assessment details: 

Component 1: Understanding Drama - 40% of GCSE 

Students study Blood Brothers as a set text, and must be able to write about 

how they would play each character throughout the play, linking to themes, 

context and intentions. 



They will also be required to suggest setting and costume design for each scene 

in the play, to ensure they are aware of the demands of the theatre. 

There are multiple choice questions based on testing the students’ knowledge of 

staging positions, different types of theatre spaces and roles and 

responsibilities in the theatre. 

Finally, students will review a piece of live theatre they have seen, they will be 

asked to analyse and evaluate the effectiveness of the performance.  

 

Component 2: Devising Drama (40%) 

Students will be given a range of stimuli and will create a piece of theatre based 

around their own ideas. They will keep an account of the process in their 

devising logs. 

 

Component 3: Texts in practice 20% 

Students will perform a script to an external examiner. 

 

How parents can help 

Ensure your child attends any after school rehearsals that are required in the 

lead up to any final performances. It is vital that students cooperate with one 

another as Drama is so reliant on a positive group ethos. 

 

Homework will be predominantly coursework, so ensuring your child meets 

coursework deadlines is encouraged.  

 

Post 16 

A good grade at GCSE will prepare learners for entry onto an A level Drama or 

Performing Arts course our Level 3 BTEC Course offered by Birchwood College. 

 

 

 



Reasons for choosing this subject 

The obvious career opportunities in Drama are performing, teaching, TV acting, 

film studies, film production, presenting and radio. In addition to this colleges 

and employers always have a high regard for anyone who has taken Drama GCSE 

as it shows they are a team player, confident in public speaking, reliable and 

creative. Therefore, for any career, Drama is always a positive asset. 

 

If you enjoy performing, watching live theatre or writing plays then Drama is an 

ideal option for you. It is a break from the typical “sat behind desks” lessons 

and is a great way to express yourself. 

 

The new Drama GCSE allows you to enjoy all aspects of the theatre. 


