
GCSE Religious Studies 

 

Syllabus: WJEC Religion Life and Experience 

 

Course Outline 

The course involves the study of 8 Units, assessed by two examinations at the end of Year 11. 

This course in Religious Studies should encourage learners to be inspired, moved and challenged by 

following a broad, satisfying and worthwhile course of study that informs young people and equips 

them to lead constructive lives in the modern world. This GCSE in RS should enable learners to: 

 adopt an enquiring, critical and reflective approach to the study of religion 

 explore religions and beliefs, reflect on fundamental questions, engage with them 

intellectually and respond personally 

 enhance their personal, social and cultural development by increasing their understanding 

of different cultures locally, nationally and in the wider world and contribute to ideas of 

social and community cohesion 

 develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for, the study of human interaction and the impact 

of people’s behaviour on others 

 reflect on and develop their own values, opinions and attitudes in light of their learning 

Topics are: 

Is it fair? 

Examines human rights and responsibilities and investigates the concepts of justice, equality, 

prejudice and discrimination. 

Our world 

Investigating where we come from, our purpose and responsibility for the planet. 

Relationships 

Considers human relationships, marriage conflict and reconciliation. 

Looking for Meaning   

Raising questions about meaning, value and nature of God. 

Religion and Conflict 

Investigating attitudes to war, peace and reconciliation 

Religion and Medicine 

Looks at abortion, euthanasia and IVF from religious perspectives whilst comparing and contrasting 

them with their own ideas. 

Religion, Authority and the State 

Investigates different forms of authority and the role of religion in crime and punishment. 



Religious Expression 

Looks at different forms of religious expression 

Typical Activities 

 Discussion 

 Project work 

 Group work 

 Mind maps 

 Listening to invited speakers and asking questions 

 Presentations 

Assessment Details 

Two 1 hour 45 minute examinations at the end of Year 11. 

 Knowledge and Understanding 50% 

 Evaluation 50% 

  

How Parents Can Help 

Parents can help by discussing topics with their children, encouraging them to develop positive 

attitudes to challenging political, social, religious and world issues.  They can encourage learners to 

listen to the news, watch Sky News / BBC News, and discuss Daily Newspapers and to discuss with 

them relevant current events.  Also they should provide learners with necessary equipment and 

make sure homework and course work is completed on time.  

Reasons For Studying This Subject 

Career Value 

In many areas of work, employers look for someone with an enquiring mind, understanding and 

appreciation of other people's points of view and an ability to come to clear, informed decisions; 

these are all skills which are developed in Religious Studies. 

The understanding gained in Religious Studies can enhance work undertaken in a variety of fields, for 

example; broadcasting, journalism, publishing, social work, medicine and teaching, as well as full 

time work with many public and private organisations. The perspectives gained from Religious 

Studies will benefit anyone considering these types of occupations. 

Religious Studies is accepted as an entry qualification for further and higher education courses.  It 

develops a wide range of skills, including those essential for enquiry, interpretation, reasoning, 

evaluation and communication. 

Opportunities for further study include full course GCSE RE, A level RE as well as various Philosophy 

and Ethics courses. 

 


