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11 November 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Year 10 English Literature Exam Early Entry 

As you know, the new style GCSE English language and GCSE English Literature qualifications have now been 

running for three years. Both these two qualifications have 100% exam content. When Year 11 learners 

reach the end of their academic year they sit two examinations for GCSE English Language and two exams for 

GCSE English Literature, four exams in all; seven and a half hours of exams.  

After further consultation, lengthy consideration of the courses and evaluation of this year’s Literature 

results, we have decided that all learners in Year 10 will sit their GCSE English Literature exams at the end 

Year 10, in May 2020. We believe that this will enable learners to concentrate fully on just two exams in Year 

10 (GCSE English Literature) and then only two exams at the end of Year 11 (GCSE English Language). This will 

benefit learners by allowing them to manage the vast amount of information they need for four exams into 

two ‘manageable chunks’.  

As the literature exams are ‘closed book’, this presents a key issue for our learners. We feel that after a full 

year concentrating on literature texts only, learners will be ready to sit the exam in May 2020 rather than 

retain this information for another year, revisiting key texts throughout year 11.  

In their English lessons in Year 9, learners have not only been introduced to the key reading and writing skills 

for GCSE but they have already studied ‘A Christmas Carol’, ‘Blood Brothers’ and ‘Macbeth’ all of their set 

texts for GCSE Literature and have already begun analysing some of the poetry from the exam anthology. 

Learners have been assessed after each unit of work under strict exam conditions to mimic the expectations 

of the exam. Learners have also been exposed to exemplar materials and the marking criteria for the 

Literature GCSE questions too.  

By sitting the Literature examination in May 2020, our learners can fully focus on the second English 

qualification GCSE English Language, starting this at the end of year 10 and continuing in year 11. This will 

allow learners to solely concentrate on GCSE language skills without having to revisit the literature set texts 

in their last important year at Birchwood. Year 11 is a challenging year for any learner. We believe that 

reducing the number of exams the learners sit in year 11 will directly benefit the learners by taking away 

some of the stress associated with their final year of study.  

In order to fully support our learners, the English department will be running weekly revision sessions on a 

Wednesday and Thursday from 3pm-4pm. Learners will also be sitting a Paper 1 (Macbeth and A Christmas 

Carol) mock exam on Monday 16th December and will complete a Paper 2 (Blood Brothers and Poetry) mock 

exam in March.  

Should you have any further questions or queries, please do not hesitate to contact the English department 

or email edempsey@birchwoodhigh.org.  

Yours faithfully, 

E Dempsey 

Mrs E Dempsey 

Head of English 
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